the prevalence of the veil among the Persian converts seem to have led to the
practice of burqa and purdah by Muslim women of later ages.

According to Mernissi Fatima, several factors have combined over the centuries
to deprive Muslim women of their freedom, dignity and equality that the Koran and
the Prophet sought to bestow on them. (Women and Islam", A historical and
theological enquiry; Kali for women). Military and historical compulsions, the
influence of other cultural groups who embraced Islam, the prevalent systems of
male dominance led to some distortions in the understanding of the original message
of the Koran. Fatima is harsh on Hijab or the veil which acts as the most effective
instrument today of seclusion and marginalisation of Muslim women.
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